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SCRIPT

August 25, 2011

Maureen Walker;  in-studio

Backup: office direct line  665-2304
Good morning and welcome to Environmentally Sound.  I am Bob Lebensold, your host for this series on the natural world, education and culture and chronicler of the demise of homo sapiens. We bring you guests from diverse disciplines, scientists, activists, authors, educators, entertainers and public officials.  We seek to stimulate your curiosity, intellect and passion.

Today’s news from the natural world:  Today is Thursday, August, 25, 2011, the 65th day of summer.  One week and a half from Labor Day, the unofficial end of summer.  The official astronomically determined end of summer is the date of the autumnal equinox, which comes on September 23 this year, two and a half weeks later.  

We have lost 3 minutes of daylight since yesterday;  34 minutes since last we met two weeks ago.  

The sun rose:  6:15 this morning; it will set at 7:39 this evening.  

We will have 13 hours 24 minutes of daylight today. 

The moon rose at 2:10 this morning;  it will set at 5:13 this afternoon.  

We are halfway between last quarter and the new moon;  next full phase is September 12, the last full moon of summer and the one known as Harvest Moon. 

Summer will soon be gone.

Next high tides:     New Rochelle:                 Yonkers :                   Dobbs Ferry:

________________________________________

Our regular feature: names of American service members who have lost their lives at war.  May they live on in all of our hearts.  

Casualties 

Chinook casualties, August 6.

All but two of the SEALs were from Team 6, the unit that killed Osama bin Laden, although military officials said none of the crash victims was on that mission in Pakistan against the al-Qaida leader.

Here are the stories of some of the fallen:

Matthew Mason; Holt, Mo – had two toddler sons

Jason Workman; Blanding, Utah - had a wife and a 21-month-old son.

Jon Tumilson, 35, Rockford, Iowa,

Brian Bill

Kevin Houston, 36, Hyannis, Mass

petty officer 1st class John Douangdara, 26, South Sioux City, Neb, originally from Laos.

Spc. Spencer Duncan, 21, Olathe, Kan

CWO Bryan Nichols, 31 a pilot from Kansas City, Mo.

Spc. Alexander Bennett, 23, Tacoma, Wash

All three from an Army reserve unit of 158th Aviation Regiment in Gardner, Kan.

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞

Sgt. Patrick Hamburger, 30, 

Michael Strange, 25, 

John W. Brown, Arkansas.

Aaron Carson Vaughn, 30; wife, 2-year-old son and 2-month-old daughter.

Robert James Reeves, 32, Jonas Kelsall, 33;  childhood friends, Shreveport, La

Kraig Vickers, days short of his 37th bd, Maui, wife is seven months' pregnant with their third child.

Chris Campbell, 36, 14 y.o. daughter

Nicholas Spehar, 24, Minneapolis,

CWO David Carter, 47, pilot, Aurora, CO, He was one of two pilots at the controls of the Chinook when it was shot down.  25th anniversary was upcoming

Jared William Day, 28, Salt Lake City, UT,

TSgt. Daniel L. Zerbe, 28, central Pa, 

CPO John Faas, 31, Minneapolis, Top of his class. Quarterback. Team captain.

Heath M. Robinson, Michigan, 

Thomas Ratzlaff, 34, Green Forest, Ark; two sons and a wife expecting their third child.

Darrik Benson, girlfriend; 2-year-old son

Jesse Pittman, Willits, Calif

Louis Langlais. Originally from Santa Barbara, CA, Now lived in VA; wife and two sons.

Andrew Harvell, Southern Pines, N.C.,

· In addition, fifteen other American servicemen have been killed who were alive on the date of our last broadcast, two dying on that very day.

· 

 
These American personnel were alive on the day of our broadcast two weeks ago.  Please think of them. Our life style depends on them.  We have our faults, but without America this world would be a worse place.  We have a standard of living and a form of government that stands tall among the  governments of the world.  Surely we can do better than we are doing

===========================================

Each  death is a great loss to their families and to all Americans.  May they live forever in our hearts, and may this feature come to an end in the near future because there are no more deaths to report. 

____________________________________________

Time for the Culture Corner, my reviews of plays, movies, opera, ballet, museums and what have you.  Keep in mind that these are my opinions and you have the right to disagree with them because everyone, has the right, to be wrong.  

Carnival Knowledge 

 ∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

Johnson or Jewell County, KS or Jewell, IA;  Washington Cty KS or Washingtonville, NY;  Cheyenne Cty, KS or NE or Cheyenne, WY;  or in any of the Oranges in NJ

Omus, CA;  Merrick Cty, NE or Merrick, L.I.; York NE, or PA; Mt. Vernon, IL, WA or VA
***********************************

My guest today is Maureen Walker, Mt. Vernon comptroller and candidate for mayor.  She is up against Mayor Clinton Young and former mayor Ernest Davis. Mr. Davis was my guest two weeks ago Mr. Young did not respond to our offer for equal time, and Mrs. Walker has.  Welcome Maureen Walker.

Since then and a primary is afoot to replace current mayor Clinton Young.  We have invited the other candidates to appear on this program and MV Comptroller….. has accepted and will join us on our next program in two weeks.  We have not heard from the mayor or other candidates.

Questions:

1. things have not gone smoothly in MV these past four years which is demonstrated clearly by the fact of a very busy primary.  What has gone wrong?  Is he corrupt as the media implies, giving jobs to relatives and no-show jobs?

2.  You first ran in 1993 for Dept Comptroller and won.  (just 400 votes)

3.  You have said you are “very passionate about how funds are spent.”  Just what does that mean?

3. What would you like to accomplish if you are elected as mayor that you could not accomplish as comptroller?  You seem to have the attitude;  do you have the skills to be mayor and what do you see as important mayoral skills?

4.  The Mt. Vernon exposed blog (?) endorses you as does the Amsterdam News.  The blog considers you a shoo-in.  Are you confident?

5.  Ernie Davis has said he would build a hotel to augment the Sandford Blvd corridor.  Is that a project you would embrace?

6.  You ran for mayor in ’99.  Why did you wait so long to get back into the race?

7.  Mt. Vernon is one of the most fiscally sound communities in the state.  Do you claim any part of that?  If you are elected there will be a gap in the comptroller position.  You can’t do both jobs.  How will you address that?

8. "I decided to run because the time is right," she said. "Our city is lacking strong fiscal management. It's lacking leadership that's ethical and it's lacking committed people to run the city."

9.  Sept 13 is the primary and in effect the election.  Less than three weeks.  How is the campaign going?

CLOSING

I would like to thank Maureen Walker for joining us in studio today.  The election is less than three weeks away.  Best of luck.

Our thought for the week 

"A general dissolution of the principles and manners 

will more surely overthrow the liberties of America

than the whole force of the common enemy."
– Samuel Adams

Stay tuned to WVOX your quintessential community radio station, the flagship of Whitney Radio;  the best small station in the US of A.  Next up: Howard Sturman;  world traveler, bon vivant, skilled broadcaster and a hell of a good looking guy.

I am Bob Lebensold, chronicler of the demise of homo sapiens. 

Thank you very much for listening. 

Remember to be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a great battle.

You are here and it is now.  Health and happiness to you all.
